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100Si. It cost close to $75 25 
years ago but it has paid for 
itself time and time again. I 
have used it outdoors to sol-
der ladder line and coax con-
nectors . I have used it in the 
car to solder power leads and 
coax and I just enjoy the lack 
of a tether when on the work-

bench. It has enough 
heat to solder PL259’s 
perfectly and makes 
that chore a snap! It is 
self starting so all you 
have to do is push a 
button and it roars to 
life with a whistle 
sound. It is still sold 
today and I cannot think 

Please allow me to tell you 
about my best Ham purchase 
in over 25 years. No, it was 
not a new radio, it was 
a soldering iron. Not an ordi-
nary iron but a butane iron 
that allows total portability 
and convenience. It is a Mas-
ter Appliance Ultratorch UT-

of anything that could be im-
proved on its design. You can 
view a video of it at: 
http://www.masterappliance.c
om/selfign.html 

They sell for over $100 at 
many online electronic deal-
ers but I did notice Fry’s had 
them for $79.99. 
 
Bottom line:  If you’re look-
ing for a great, portable bu-
tane soldering iron, this is a 
great one to purchase.  It has 
been used many times over 
the last 25 years and still is a 
tool that should not escape 
anyone’s arsenal. 
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